#1 – The 7 Question Method 

The 7 Question method is very simple and is easy to do, but can yield powerful insights that might otherwise be missed. I learned this method from Fuller Seminary professor Dr. J. Robert Clinton. He says the questions themselves originated with George Muller of Bristol, a 19th century evangelist and man of great faith. Clinton has modified them slightly.

The first principle of effective Bible study is asking good questions. This method supplies seven questions that you can apply toward a chapter or passage of scripture during your devotional reading. It encourages self-discovery and personal application of truth. Not all questions will always have an answer, but by asking questions as you read you will likely see other insights as well. Once you have used this method a while, you can do it anywhere, anytime, if you have memorized the 7 Questions.  

Steps in Using 7 Question Method in Your Quiet Time:

	Step


	Procedure

	1
	Pray asking and trusting God to meet you during your Quiet Time.



	2
	Read the portion through in its entirety simply observing where, and when the things described are taking place and what the portion is talking about.



	3
	With Question 1 in mind, skim hurriedly through the entire portion. Jot down any thoughts which seem to answer the question. Repeat this for each question.



	4
	If you don’t see an answer to a question (sometimes the question may be inappropriate for a passage) then leave the answer blank.



	5
	After answering the questions reflect on what you have learned and ask God to show you in what ways He wants you to use what you have learned in your own life. 




TIPS:

1. Not only is this method easy to do, it is easy to teach others to do as well. If you find this method helpful to you in your devotional life, pass it on to your disciples. 

2. It is often helpful to read an introduction to the book you are studying in a Study Bible (e.g., NIV Study Bible, Spirit-Filled Life Study Bible, etc.), or a Bible Survey book (e.g., Conner & Malmin’s Old Testament Survey or New Testament Survey).  A basic understanding of the context and background will shed light on the passage, and help you interpret it more accurately.  
3. Since the goal of studying the Bible is not information but application, take some time after studying the passage to turn your insights into prayer. 
7 Question Method Worksheet

Passage: 
  







Date 
    



1. What is the subject of the passage?

2. Where and when is it taking place? 

3. What does it teach about God?

4. What does it teach about leadership, if anything?

5. What warning is there to heed or example to follow?

6. What promise is there for me to claim or command to follow?
7. What is the most meaningful verse to me?
Prayer &/or personal application based on insights gleaned: 

� This table taken directly from, Having a Ministry That Lasts: Becoming a Bible Centered Leader, by Dr. J. Robert Clinton, Altadena, CA: Baranabas Publishers, 1997, p. 90. 


� Adapted from Clinton’s Having a Ministry That Lasts, © 1997, p. 91. 





