Back to the Foundations

Chapter 5: The Bible
Discussion Question:
1. What is the most impacting book you have ever read?
Key Verse:-

 “I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread.”- Job 23:12
“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart”- Hebrew 4:12
Background

1.External Evidence

archaeological findings: There are new findings about the destruction of Sodom & Gomorrah, also new evidence for the great flood. Dead Sea scrolls were found between 1945-1952.

other sources: Many other historical accounts from the Romans & Jews(Historical accounts from Josephus) that corroborate the historical  accounts from N.T

 2. Internal Evidence

· 66 books written by 40 different authors over 1500 years inspired by God with one central theme
· 190 prophecies of the birth and life of Christ in the O.T written at least 500 years before the time of Christ. All have come true in the New Testament account. 


The Bible is the Key to Spiritual Growth
As newborn babies crave milk, so genuine new Christians crave God’s word. As milk helps a baby to grow, so God’s word helps the believer to grow strong in faith. As a baby deprived of milk will be weak and sick, a Christian who ignores God’s word will be spiritually weak and sick.
-1 Peter 2:2,3
Note:______________________________________________________________________


The Bible help’s us resist Temptation
Jesus resisted temptation, not by will power, but by knowing and quoting God’s word.
-Matthew 4:3,4
Note:______________________________________________________________________


The Bible helps us live a pure and holy
Is it possible to live morally upright in an age of immorality? Absolutely! By hiding God’s word in our hearts. Head knowledge and religious facts don’t produce purity and holiness. The word planted deep in our hearts will keep us from sin.- Psalm 119:9,11
Note:______________________________________________________________________



The Bible helps us grow in faith
If we exercise and lift weights, our muscles will grow larger and stronger. The same is true with faith. The more we hear or read the Bible, the more our faith will grow.-Romans 10:17
Note:______________________________________________________________________


The Bible is source of godly success
Meditate on God’s word and carefully obey then success is inevitable. Obedience brings success.
-Joshua 1:8
Note:______________________________________________________________________

The Bible helps us discover  Gods will for our lives
As we renew our minds by studying God’s word, we will be transformed and we will understand God’s will. The more we renew our minds, the more we will be able to discern God’s will for our lives.-Romans 12:2
Note:______________________________________________________________________



The Bible is powerless in our lives without obedience
Knowledge without action is deception. Knowing God’s word is just the start. The measure of our spiritual progress is not how much of the Bible we know, but how much we obey.-James 1:22
Note:______________________________________________________________________

Side Note:
“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart”- Hebrew 4:12
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