Back to the Foundations

Chapter 6: Prayer
Discussion Question:
1. Who is your favorite person to talk to?
Key Verse:-

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of god, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Philippians 4:6-7

How Not to Pray
Even though the religious leaders of the day had all appearances of being godly, their works were not pleasing to God. Jesus even used them as an example of who not to pray like, calling them hypocrites. Though they thought they were pleasing God, their hearts were far from him. When you pray examine your heart. Let your prayers be motivated by love for God and not love of this world/ love for man.
-1 Matthew 6:5
-James 4:2-3
(Hypocrite: a person who puts on a false appearance of virtue or religion)
Do not use needless repetition as the pagans did when they prayed.  When talking with God in the context of a relationship, we should believe he hears us as we speak to him and we should attempt to listen to him in return.

-Matthew 6:7-8

Note:______________________________________________________________________

How to Pray
Pray to the Father, not to Mary, the saints, or angels.  Christ died so we could have free access to the throne of God through Jesus and no one else.  That is why we pray to Jesus, the only one who can mediate between God and men.
-Matthew 6:6

-Hebrews 10:19-22

-1 Timothy 2:5

-John 14:6
Note:______________________________________________________________________

What to Pray For
Pray for God’s will to be done... in all areas of your life, in your environment, your nation,  and in the earth.
-Matthew 6:10-13
Note:______________________________________________________________________


Does God Really Answer Prayer?
Yes! More specific prayers, mean more specific answers. We should try to pray according to God’s will. How do we know His will? By knowing His Word. Therefore, as we pray according to his word, we know he will answer.

-1 John 5:14-15

-Matt. 7:7-11

-James 5:16b
Note:______________________________________________________________________

