Back to the Foundations II
Chapter 7: Faith 
Discussion Question:
1. When do usually struggle with trusting (having faith) God?
Key Verse: “3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”-1 John 5:3 NIV
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see-Hebrew 11:1 NIV
Faith in NT(Greek) 
Pisteuo (Verb) - to think to be true, to be persuaded of, to credit, place confidence in of the thing believed to credit, have confidence in a moral or religious reference
used in the NT of the conviction and trust to which a man is impelled by a certain inner and higher prerogative and law of soul to trust in Jesus or God as able to aid either in obtaining or in doing something:

Pistos (Adjective)- trusty, faithful of persons who show themselves faithful in the transaction of business, the execution of commands, or the discharge of official duties one who kept his plighted faith, worthy of trust that can be relied on

easily persuaded believing, confiding, trusting in the NT one who trusts in God's  promises one who is convinced that Jesus has been raised from the dead

one who has become convinced that Jesus is the Messiah and author of salvation

(Source: Greek lexicon based on Thayer's and Smith's Bible Dictionary)
Faith is critical for Salvation 
After the Holy Spirit reveals to us the person of Christ, we still have to place our trust in Christ alone for our salvation. Salvation can’t be received through works (human efforts or ingenuity)
-Ephesians 2:8-9 
Notes:____________________________________________________________________________ 
Faith pleases God
The central factor in pleasing God is “Faith”. Faith says to God “I trust you to rule over all affairs of my life”. If we are to please God as believers we must live a life of Faith. 
-Hebrew 11:3-6
Notes:____________________________________________________________________________ 
Faith obeys God

If we claim to have faith we must be willing to follow (obey) God’s instruction. Abraham, who is one of the patriarchs of the nation of Israel, was a great example of faith we can all emulate. Abraham is considered the father of faith because he was willing to believe and obey Gods decrees over his life   
-Genesis 12:4, Genesis 22:16, Hebrews 11:8, Galatians 1:1-9, 14
Notes:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 Faith overcome the world
 The foundation of all spiritual victory is complete trust and faith in the king of glory.
-1 John 5:4-5
Notes:____________________________________________________________________________ 
