Back to the Foundations II
Chapter 9: Water Baptism 
Discussion Question:
1. What were your earliest impressions of the Water Baptism? 
. 
Key Verse: "Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…” Those who accepted his message were baptized and about three thousand were added to their number that day – Acts 2:38-41
Background 
What does the word Baptism mean? The original Greek word is derived from “Bapto” which means to dip. The word baptism is also transliterated from the Greek word “Baptizo” (bap-tid’-zo). So, Baptizo means to dip repeatedly, to immerse, to submerge (of vessels sunk) to cleanse by dipping or submerging, to wash, to make clean with water, to wash one's self, bathe  to overwhelm.
Who should be baptized? 
 The only requirements for Water Baptism are the requirements for salvation; found in                    -Romans 10: 9-11
· Believing with your heart that  Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
· Confessing with your mouth(streaming from the heart) that Jesus  is Lord and Savior
Other examples of Acts 8:12, Acts 18:8, Acts 8:26-39(Baptism of the Ethiopian Eunuch) 
Notes:____________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________
What is the purpose of Water Baptism?
The purpose of water baptism is to publicly declare the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ in the life of a new believer. In baptism the believer has been crucified with Christ (immersion), buried with Christ (submersion) and raised together (emergence) with Him to walk in newness of life -Roman 6:1-7(vs.4*), Galatians 2:20
Simply stated water baptism serves as an outward sign and testimony of an inward grace. It also gives the believer the opportunity to openly testify to others about your spiritual transformation.
Notes:____________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
What biblical illustrations best help us understand water baptism?

In the New Testament the Bible presents four powerful illustrations to us: Burial and Resurrection, Crossing the Red sea, Circumcision, The Flood. 
-
Notes:____________________________________________________________________________ 
· Burial and Resurrection - The Apostle Paul compare water baptism to burial and resurrection.-Romans 6:1-4
Notes:______________________________________________________________________ 
· Crossing the Red Sea- Just as the Israelites passed through the waters of the red sea and were released from bondage; baptism also shows us the freedom that Jesus purchased for us on the cross. -1 Corinthians 10:1-2
   
Notes:____________________________________________________________
· Circumcision- Paul tells us in Colossians that baptism is like circumcision (not done by human hands.) Water Baptism is the “putting off/cutting off” of our sinful nature by faith in the finished work of Christ on the cross.- Colossians 2:11-12
   
Notes:______________________________________________________________________
· The Flood- Peter tells us that removal of dirt and water can’t save us but he tells us that only the death and resurrection of Christ can. -1 Peter 3: 20-21
   
Notes:______________________________________________________________________
How important is Baptism? 

It’s important but not essential to SALAVATION. We saved by grace NOT by works (Water Baptism) –Ephesians 2:8-9
It IS essential for service and spiritual growth. Water baptism is integral to the GREAT COMMISSION.-Matthew 28:18-20
Notes:____________________________________________________________________________ 






